
 

 

 

Eastertide 2022 

Message from the Dean regarding the Ministry of Reconciliation and Safeguarding 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

At the heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the ministry of reconciliation. The Church exists to proclaim 
forgiveness, to extend grace, and to create communities where all people may begin again. As Saint Paul 
reminds us, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:18) 

In keeping with this conviction, the cathedral affirms the biblical vision of expansive inclusion in Christ. This 
vision extends to all, including those who have been convicted of crimes, and who demonstrate genuine 
repentance and rehabilitation. To exclude such persons categorically would contradict the gospel we are 
charged to proclaim—the Good News that in Christ, lives can be transformed, relationships restored, and new 
beginnings made possible with God’s help. 

At the same time, we recognize the cathedral’s sacred responsibility to safeguard children, youth, and 
vulnerable persons without compromise. Safe Church policies and procedures in the Episcopal Church are firm 
and clear. These standards apply to all volunteer ministers and staff without exception. For some individuals, 
this may mean that specific institutional accountabilities and boundaries will be in place to ensure the protection 
of all involved in our shared ministries, especially the vulnerable. These measures do not diminish the gift of 
reconciliation, they embody it. Reconciliation is not an abstraction, but a practice - one that requires truth, 
accountability, and love working together. Safeguarding and reconciliation are not opposites, but partners in the 
life of the Church. Together, they reflect our commitment to mercy and justice. 

When the cathedral welcomes or employs in ministry those who have known brokenness and found renewal, we 
are not simply offering a ministry role or a job; we are bearing witness to the gospel itself. We are saying with 
our actions what we profess with our words. Those who earnestly repent and amend their lives are fully 
included in the Body of Christ. This is our responsibility and privilege as a church that dares to do ministry in 
the name of Jesus. When we say all are welcome, we mean it, and we accept the complicated and grace-filled 
work of being a genuinely inclusive community. 

Pax et Bonum, 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Michael T. Sniffen 
13th Dean of the Cathedral 


